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SIBLING RIVALRY

Eppie and her twin sister Popo had been inseparable since birth, so it
was only natural that Eppie asked her sister for help after she took over
the “Ann Landers” column in 1955. Popo had just moved to California
with her family, and she had time on her hands. As her popularity grew,
Eppie was concerned that she wasn'’t able to answer every letter she
received so she began to mail stacks of letters to Popo. When Eppie’s
boss found out about the arrangement, he insisted Eppie stop mailing
Popo letters and hired her three assistants. Suddenly, Popo had nothing
to do. She enjoyed answering letters so she offered to write a free
advice column that The San Francisco Chronicle accepted. Her column,
“Dear Abby,” was born January 9, 1956. Pop was thrilled with the turn of
events, but Eppie was not; she hoped that her sister would not get
syndicated. A month after “Dear Abby” began running, Popo signed a
ten-year contract with the McNaught Syndicate without telling her sister.
When Eppie found out, the sisters stopped talking. The feud between
them was public knowledge and helped sell papers. They publically
reconciled in 1964, but their relationship was never the same again.

Morgan McAslan is a senior dramaturgy major at the University of Arizona.
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The engagement of Helena Ruoti in this production
has been generously supported by Richard W. Moriarty, M.D.

For tickets and more information, contact Becky at 412.316.8200 ext.
704 or rrickard@ppt.org.
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Visit www.ppt.org for more show information.
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